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    1Kings 19:1-15a Echo Hill Presbyterian Church
Use slide #1 (Learning from Elijah.) while Scripture is read.

Learning from Elijah: Elijah

She rolls over reluctantly to turn off the alarm and lies quietly for a few moments.  She wonders if it is really worth it to drag herself out of bed this morning.  Her two children will be reluctant participants in the day and she is not sure if she has the energy necessary for the fight.  She rises and begins her day - thinking that lately the days have been too long and the nights too short.  She is doing the best she can to raise her children by herself – working full time – trying to keep up with meals, laundry and house work - but it is an exhausting schedule.  She gets herself and her children ready for church wondering why.  ‘God’, she says, ‘I have had enough.’

The tension in the pew is so thick you can cut it with a knife.  They argued again last night.  His work is keeping him away too much, creating a wedge in their relationship.  He is only trying to provide for his family – the best he knows how – and if you are unwilling to make sacrifices these days you get passed over.   She fumes wondering if all he cares about it his stupid work – doesn’t he realize that marriage is about sharing? You can’t share with someone who’s never around. They sit there – two hymnbooks on the pew between them indicating the distance they’ve grown apart.  Their arms are crossed.  ‘God’, they say, ‘I have had enough.’  

Go to slide #2. (God, I have had enough.)
Three rows back on the right sits a teenager.  His face says it all.  There is nothing here for me.  Nothing but empty prayers - hymns sung with words I don’t understand -  to music that sounds like a funeral dirge.  Maybe I can get a few winks in during the sermon. ‘God,’ he says, ‘I have had enough.’

The sanctuary is filled – there is Mr. Willis whose wife died last October.  And over there the Appletons who just found out their thirty four year old daughter has breast cancer.  There are the Bremers who just adopted their second child.  There is Mrs. Samuels who broke a hip and is just returning home from rehab.  There are the Jones – whose adult children – keep them up at night worrying still.  They are all here – hurting – exhausted – empty – each their own way, repeating the refrain, ‘God, I have had enough.’

Go to slide #3 (Elijah) after I start this paragraph.
Our text his morning from 1Kings continues a string of narrative stories about Elijah – Elijah who has been called by God to be a prophet – one who listens and speaks on behalf of God – to the Northern Kingdom – Israel.  Israel – the nation – and especially the leadership – they have abandoned the ways of God – they have forsaken God’s commandments – they have run after other gods – and in particular at this time – the god of fertility – the god of rain – of storms – Baal. 

Elijah’s prophetic ministry causes him to be in constant conflict with the king of Israel – Ahab. – In fact, Ahab, at one point calls Elijah – ‘you troubler of Israel.’   I guess what that means is that Elijah is doing exactly what God has called him to do.  I guess what that means is Elijah is being faithful – obedient to God.   
Living faithfully is never as easy as it would seem.  I mean if you know what you are suppose to do (like having no other God’s before you – not murdering or stealing or bearing false witness) – if you know - then being faithful is just about going out and doing those things.  But life is not so black and white – so this way or that way – it is more like – ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your mind and all your strength – and love your neighbor as yourself.’  Which is not as easy, I think, as “Keep Holy the Sabbath Day” – or – “Thou shall not covet.”
Living faithfully is never as easy as it would seem.  Sure there are times when our faith is new, or when it is particularly vibrant – when it is easy.  But most of life is ordinary – the day in and day out routines of just getting along.  Being loving, caring, kind, patient, forgiving, grace-filled, speaking truth to power – day in and day out is exhausting work. – And it is never ending work. 

For Elijah living faithfully has put him - over and over again - in direct conflict with the King of Israel.  It has caused him to flee from his home – to depend on God’s hand to provide for him – food and drink – during the enduring days of drought.  And even now – after Yahweh has used Elijah as an instrument to demonstrate his power over the god Baal – even after Yahweh has used Elijah to wipe out a large part of the cultish leadership of Baal – Elijah finds his life in danger and finds himself fleeing from Jezebel. 

Living faithfully is never as easy as it would seem – so Elijah flees.  Heading south – he goes through Judah the Southern Kingdom.  When he comes to Beersheba – the most southern city – in that southern kingdom – he leaves his servant there and continues on into the wilderness.  Traveling a day’s journey into the wilderness Elijah lays down under a broom tree – where he says in his own way. “God – I have had enough.”   
As he sleeps – Elijah is visited by an angel.  ‘Get up and eat,’ the angel commands. 

Go to slide #4 (God, I’ve had enough.)
Have you ever been so exhausted – so sick – that it was you could do to get out of bed long enough to eat a little of this or that – to take a couple sips of something – before you felt the urgent need to lay back down. This is how it is for Elijah – for as soon as he finishes his miraculous meal – he lays back down. 

They are all there – gathered in that sanctuary – the exhausted mom, the fighting couple, the disenfranchised teen, the widower, the new parents, the woman wondering if she will have to go to assisted living, the long time member, the new visitor. They are fleeing from the everydayness of life. Some are exhausted. Some are lonely. Some are afraid. Some are filled with their doubts – wondering what God is doing and why.  

They long for nourishment, renewal, the strength to stay the course, the strength to be faithful.  Food and drink – not for the body – but for the soul.  They are tired of being tired.
A second time the angel comes – “Get up and eat – Elijah – otherwise the journey will be too great for you.” 

Once again – God breaks into the ordinary.  Giving Elijah what he needs – food for the body. 
Go to slide #5 (Horeb – The Mountain of God.)

‘In the strength of that meal Elijah gets up and travels to the Horeb the Mountain of God.’

Horeb is the place where God dwells – the holy mountain on which God gave his people the Commands – the mountain on which God showed himself to Moses.  So Horeb is the place that  Elijah goes looking for God – looking for answers – looking for….

But God does not appear in the ordinary ways – the ways that God has always made himself known – he is not there in the wind – he is not there in the earthquake – he is not there in the fire – instead God comes to Elijah in the sound of a great silence.

Go to slide #6 (God, I’ve had enough.) after I start this paragraph. 
God’s own children have gathered in that sanctuary once again – looking for – searching for the presence – the presence of the one who will quiet their fears and give them the strength to be God’s people. 

Go to slide # 7 (Just when we’ve had enough.) 
And what they find there in the midst of their worship – is not the God – who comes in power and might – not the God – who comes to rescue – but instead they find the God who knows what it is to be human – the one who knows human heartache – who felt tiredness and was discouraged – the one who tasted alienation and hurt – the one who suffered and yet showed us life.   What they find there – is Jesus – God himself – as a quiet whisper – offering himself to us – not as a way out – but as a presence in all that we face. 

What they find there is not a shout – but the whisper – of the one who knows. 

Our passage this morning ends with God sending Elijah – renewed by his encounter – back to his work – back to the work of living faithfully – day in and day out.  May our encounter with the living God - at this place – this Horeb – may it renew us so that we might be ready once again to live faithfully in the midst of our ordinary days.      
